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The WSRT Legislative Committee remains active on the federal and state levels to advocate for proper patient care in medical imaging and radiation therapy services.  

Federal
The American Society of Radiologic Technologists’ mission for passage of the Consistency, Accuracy, Responsibility and Excellence in Medical Imaging and  Radiation Therapy (CARE)  bill continues.  The CARE Bill was officially introduced into Congress on June 2 as HR 2104 by Congressman Ed Whitfield of Kentucky, our lead sponsor in the House. The WSRT sent me and Connie Geier to Washington, DC to represent Wisconsin’s medical imaging professionals in at the RT In DC program in March of this year.  Since then, the CARE bill has gained 50 federal cosponsors.  We can be proud that 3 of them, Wisconsin Congressional Representatives, Tammy Baldwin, Ron Kind, and Gwen Moore, of Districts 2,3 and 4 respectively have signed on. It is the hope that the CARE bill can make significant progress by the end of 2011 before campaigning for next year’s elections takes center stage.   At this time, Congressional recess is over, and school is back in session!  We as the teachers can re-educate the legislators who have not yet signed on to HR 2104 about the CARE legislation. It is important for them to understand that requiring federal minimum standards of education for individuals performing medical imaging and radiation therapy will promote higher quality, lower cost, and safer medical care for all of our nation’s patients.  Let’s all use this fall season to establish or renew our relationships with our elected Congressional representative and let them know you expect action on the CARE legislation.   A flyer to help you with identifying and contacting your federal representatives will be available at this conference and the information will be posted on the WSRT website.  
State 
After Act 106, 2009 was signed into law on February 4, 2010, the work on ensuring proper radiologic care for Wisconsin’s patients was far from done.  The details and mechanism for carrying out the provisions of our licensure bill had to be worked out--the promulgation of the administrative rules was the next step.  The Radiography Examining Board members worked hard with the Department of Regulations and Licensing staff throughout 2010 into 2011. In conjunction with a meeting of the Board, a public hearing on the proposed rules was held on May 10, 2011.  I and Connie Geier, WSRT legislative committee members testified.   On May 23, the rules were referred to the Senate Health Committee, and on May 31, the rules were referred to the Assembly Committee on Public Health and Safety for legislative approval.  On August 2, Mr. Blumenfeld communicated that “the regulations have officially made it through the legislative review process without any objection.” The rules were filed with the Legislative Reference Bureau and were published on September 1.  WSRT members Susan Sanson, serving as Chairperson,  and Kelley Grant, Secretary, deserve recognition for their participation on this initial Wisconsin Radiography Examining Board to ensure that the true intent of this our legislation was reflected by the rules.  Dr. Gregg Bogost of the Wisconsin Radiologic Society and physician member of the Examining Board defended our law fiercely and effectively earlier this year when an effort to dissolve our accomplishments arose.  His dedication,and that of the WRS was clearly demonstrated by all the time he spent in meetings with the Wisconsin Medical Society, legislators, and others in defense of Act 106.  I would also like to thank Mr. James Lemerond, Vice Chair of the Examining Board.  His expertise provided a vital link to the technical school community of Wisconsin. 
At the inception of the legislative process, along with the philosophy of the federal CARE bill, it was important to our initial sponsor Doc Hines, and subsequent supporters  the no one be legislated out of a job by the regulations that were enacted.  The rules of Act 106 were sensitive to the fact that there were individuals without ARRT credentials that were performing radiography in our state. They needed to be given the opportunity to prove their competency in doing so during what is referred to as the “transitional period,” ending March 1, 2012. Dr. Bogost’s interactions with medical professionals around the state expressed a need for an educational outreach.   A team consisting of Denise Lukask-Sedmak, Kay Parish, Marnet Zimmer and I put together a set of programs to be held in 3 sites around the state.  I thank them for all their hard work, resources, and time in meeting this demand.  Mr. Eugene Frank, reknowned radiological expert and educator was commissioned to conduct these 2-day workshops.  His experience with other states’ including Iowa and Minnesota, implementation of licensure regulations and the education needed has been proven invaluable.  We thank him for working with the WSRT to assist us in providing the education necessary for the performance of competent radiologic health care on all levels. 
I want to thank the WSRT for allowing me to serve as the Chairperson of the Legislative Committee.  I marvel at the talents of dedicated WSRT members, and other associated professionals, that have brought our state legislative and patient care mission to completion.  It will be important for every radiologic professional to remain current on new developments by checking with the WSRT website and the Department of Regulations and Licensing website frequently as we become licensed professionals. There are steps you will need to take. A list of pertinent websites will accompany this report and be available at this conference on the reverse side of the CARE Bill flyer.  Be proud of your association with the WSRT—its relevance to your professional life and proper patient care is undeniable.

Respectfully submitted,

Sandra Helinski
 Online Licensure Resources for Registered Radiographers

Wisconsin Department of Regulations and Licensing (now Department of Safety and Professional Services):
Go to    http://drl.wi.gov/profession_list.asp?locid=0
Click on   Licensed Radiographer

Under Resources click on Practice FAQ’s (Frequently Asked Questions).  Most questions you have will be 

                                answered here.   
Licensure Application/Process

for Registered Technologists:    see
http://drl.wi.gov/prof_docs_list.asp?profid=132&locid=0
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See   www.wsrt.net  for updates on professional developments, conferences and other news. 

