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The last report of the Legislative Committee activities was given at the WSRT Board Meeting on April 10, 2010.  Since that date, we are pleased to report that Susan Sanson, Legislative Committee member and  Kelley Grant, WSRT Past President  have been appointed by the Office of the Governor to the Radiography Examining Board. James Lemerond, Director of the Radiography Program of Lake Shore Technical College will serve as the third technologist member on the Board. Dr. Gregg Bogust , Legislative Chair of the Wisconsin Radiological Society has been appointed to fill the radiologist position.  Their appointments were confirmed by the state Senate in April.  Remaining is the confirmation of the physicist member.  By state law, two public members will be appointed to the board, persons not involved in the delivery of physical or mental health care.   This initial board will be charged with the important duty of promulgating the rules to carry out the intent of Act 106, signed into law on February 4, 2010.   Congratulations to these individuals who have come forward to serve the radiologic profession and the patients of Wisconsin.

On the federal level, the positive impact of the RT in DC program in which the WSRT and Radiation Therapists of Wisconsin participated is evident.  As of May 7, the ASRT has reported 80 cosponsors for the federal CARE ( Consistency, Accuracy, Responsibility, and Excellence) Bill, HR 3652.  Wisconsin currently has 4 confirmed co-sponsors:

Representative Tammy Baldwin, Congressional District  2, past co-sponsor,

Representative Ron Kind ,           Congressional  District  3, past co-sponsor,
Representative Gwen Moore,       Congressional District  4, NEW co-sponsor, and

Representative  Steve Kagen,       Congressional District  8, past-cosponsor.

Julie Burt, WSRT President-Elect and I represented the WSRT in Washington DC, and have continued to contact the legislators’ offices to obtain these cosponsors we have so far.  It was reported in ASRT e-mail communications to ASRT Grass Roots members that Representative Frank Pallone (New Jersey), Chairman of the Energy and Commerce Committee, to which the bill has been referred, has indicated that the CARE Bill could be given priority in this legislative session.  It is imperative that the 100 cosponsor mark be met soon to move this legislation out of Committee for action on the House floor as soon as May 2010.   If your congressional representative is Paul Ryan of District 1, James Sensenbrenner of District 5, Tom Petri of District 6, or David Obey of District 7, please contact his respective office to “ sign on to HR 3652.”  We need past co-sponsor, Paul Ryan, to sign on again.  The CARE legislation would ensure that only qualified individuals are performing radiation therapy and medical imaging of all specialties. Federal minimum standards of education would be required.  It in itself is radiologic health care reform—Quality, Safety, and Cost-effectiveness ---- the tenets of the bill that  we need to communicate to our legislators.  It is believed that this year presents the most favorable legislative climate thus far in CARE bill history for its passage.  Please do your part to contact your legislator if he has not yet become a cosponsor. For additional information on state and federal developments prior to May 2010, please visit the WSRT website for prior legislative and Illuminator reports. 
The WSRT should be very proud of its successful legislative mission resulting in the signing of its own x-ray licensure bill, Act 106, this past February. Its provisions were modeled after the CARE bill and other successful states’ legislation, and will serve our profession well when the CARE bill becomes the law of the land.  Thank you for allowing me to serve as the Legislative Chairperson of your state professional society. It has been one of the most rewarding parts of my entire imaging career.

Respectfully Submitted,  
 Sandra Helinski  
