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The Wisconsin Society of Radiologic Technologists’ role as patient advocate in the medical imaging professions has been demonstrated like never before since our last annual conference in the Spring of 2009.  Starting with its involvement in federal legislative efforts, I would like to present this account to our membership.

At this time of this report, the American Society of Radiologic Technologists is involved in a major effort to urge our Congress to pass the CARE legislation before the end of the year.   The CARE bill, the Consistency, Accuracy, Responsibility and Excellence in Medical Imaging and Radiation Therapy bill will establish minimum education and credentialing standards for personnel who plan and deliver radiation therapy and medical imaging services. ASRT government relations staff was actively meeting with legislators on Capitol Hill for passage, without amendments as a stand alone bill last week.  An Action Alert e-mail went out to ASRT members asking them to contact their legislators.   The bill was introduced to the U.S House of Representatives by Representative John Barrow on September 25, 2009 as HR 3652. Hr 3652 currently has 122 cosponsors.  A hearing was held on February 26, 2010 for HR 3652 by the House Energy and Commerce Subcommittee on Health at which the Vice Speaker of the ASRT House of Delegates, Sandra Hayden testified.  On August 5, 2010, the CARE bill was introduced into the Senate as SB 3737 by Senators Mike Enzi (R-WY) and Tom Harkin ( D-IA), demonstrating its bipartisan support.  The Senate has shown its bipartisan support with Senators Richard Burr (R-NC) and Al Franken (D-MN) as original cosponsors.   HR 3652 currently has four Wisconsin representatives who have signed on as cosponsors. They are:

Representative Tammy Baldwin 
   (Congressional District 2)

Representative  Ron Kind            
   (Congressional District 3)

Representative Gwen Moore         
   (Congressional District 4)

Representative Steve Kagen          
   ( Congressional District 8)

The WSRT has continued to support the RT in DC lobbying event to communicate the merits of the CARE bill on Capitol Hill.  In March 2010, Julie Burt and I carried the message to our federal legislators’ offices with representatives of the Radiation Therapists of Wisconsin.   A greater awareness of the importance of radiation exposure reduction was evident in our discussions. This was facilitated by the publication of a series of articles that ran in the New York Times earlier this year regarding the misadministration of radiation during radiation therapy treatments. It was clear that after 10 years the patient protection benefit of the CARE bill had finally begun to resonate on the Hill.   The message that millions of Medicare dollars could be saved was especially important during this year of landmark health care reform legislation.  Federal health care reform will mandate government funded health care to an expanded population, which can only further the merits of the CARE bill:  Quality, Safety and Cost-effective medical imaging and therapy.  I am asking that everyone here write to their federal representative and Senators Kohl and Feingold to support and cosponsor the CARE legislation in its unamended form.  We cannot delay as this legislative climate of impending elections and the urgency to act on legislation before the Congressional personalities change, along with the heightened awareness of what the CARE bill represents may have just created the perfect storm for passage.  See the WSRT.net website for help writing your legislators under the Legislative Tab. Action Alerts are posted regularly. Visit the legislative display here at the conference. If you are an ASRT member, the ASRT.org Advocacy site has also made it very easy make these valuable contacts. It is incumbent upon us as professionals to advocate for our patients.  

Professionals…it is with great pride that at this conference that we, as registered radiologic technologists of Wisconsin are now, for the first time in Wisconsin and WSRT history recognized as professionals in our state statutes by the signing of 2009 Act 106. Several past and present leaders of the WSRT, the legislative committee members, Mr. Blumenfeld and a few of our legislative sponsors were present for this historic event on February 4, 2010.  This Act created a Radiography Examining Board of our profession’s very own that will be able to address matters related to the practice of radiography on a state level.  During the legislative journey, it was realized that other professions had the ability to weigh in and question the legislation that we were pursuing and influence decisions made about our field.  With a Radiography Examining Board, our radiographic profession will have the ability to do the same on matters that could affect our role in health care.  We now have a voice, equal to that of nurses and over one hundred other examining boards that places the radiologic technologist on equal par with other allied health care professions and other occupations.  This Board is in the process of the promulgation of rules that will establish standards for courses of study, for examinations, and for continuing education. The registered radiologic technologist is the gold standard. We should be very proud that 2 WSRT leaders were appointed by Governor Jim Doyle to serve on this initial board.  They are Susan Sanson, WSRT Legislative Committee Member and elected Chairperson of the Examining Board and Kelley Grant, a past president of the WSRT.  Both of these individuals will serve along with Mr. Jim Lemerond, registered technologist and Director of the Radiography Program of Lake Shore Technical College as the 3 radiologic technologists appointed to the Examining Board, confirmed by the state Senate.  Dr. Gregg Bogust, WRS Legislative Liaison will serve as the radiologist of the new Examining Board.  These individuals should be commended for their continued dedication to the proper implementation of patient care through the provisions of Act 106.  Although the legislative journey is completed, this new phase will be equally as important in carrying out the provisions of this unprecedented legislation. 

 In preparation for this report, I was looking over all the materials amassed over the course of this mission, and came upon an e-mail addressed to me from Mr. Mark Bunge of the Wisconsin Department of Health and Family Services from April 20, 2004.    He wrote, “We’re getting ready to review the Code (HFS 157-Radiation Safety) again.  Has the WSRT approached the Department of Regulation and Licensing about establishing legislation?  I really think that is the route to go.”  My September 24, 2005 Legislative Report includes a thank you to Susan Sanson for opening up a discussion with Dr. Gregg Bogust of the Wisconsin Radiological Society (WRS) regarding lobbying for state licensure.    Communications that far back led to the WSRT Board’s authorization of Mr. Michael Blumenfeld of Blumenfeld and Associates, to investigate the legislative climate for the reinitiation of the WSRT licensure effort.  Michael, as we have come to know him was familiar with our professions through his work with the WRS.   Connie Geier and I had been involved with the federal CARE bill over the years and had been questioned many times in DC “What are you doing on a state level?”  The WSRT Board, and past leaders of the WSRT agreed that renewing our state legislative mission was also the “thing to do.”  And so it began in the fall of 2005.  Our beginnings were simple.  At first, Susan Sanson and I met Michael and Connie halfway between Madison and Milwaukee at the Pine Cone Restaurant in Johnson Creek on weekends.  Exchanging ideas led to the first draft of the bill, authorized on August 17, 2006 by then Senator Carol Roessler.  This first draft, modeled after other states’ licensure legislation and CARE Bill considerations, was preceded by initial meetings with legislators to inform them of the lack of radiologic patient protection in Wisconsin.   Most of them were surprised that anyone could take x-rays and had “thought that this had been taken care of long ago,” to quote Senator Roessler.  Our legislative leaders, our sponsors, emerged and introduced our bills.    In the 2006 legislative session, Representative Doc Hines was our Assembly Sponsor for AB 800 and Senator Lehman, our Senate Sponsor for SB 474.  The legislative committee members, Sue, Connie and I attended many meetings with Mr. Blumenfeld, over the course of the mission, too numerous to list-- 22 in one day in fact. We met with legislators, state agencies, The Office of the Governor, and other professional groups who had interests and concerns regarding the regulation of radiologic services. We overcame many hurdles and some of these meetings were quite intense.  We focused on our mission of patient protection first and foremost in each encounter.  Hearings were held on the bills and testifying was a new experience for us all.  Students, coworkers, family, WRS members. and fellow WSRT colleagues came and some testified. We packed the rooms and made our impact.  In the course of the 2 legislative sessions required, our bills always passed out of the respective Senate and Assembly Committees, and the Joint Finance Committee with flying colors.   Yet in the initial session, that was not enough to ensure a victory.  We faced our most difficult and one of the darkest moments on March 12, 2008, the last day of that legislation session.  SB 474 had already passed 32-1, but our bill was not allowed to the Assembly floor for concurrence.    We would have to start again in new legislative session. 

 Reauthorization to continue was granted by the WSRT Board. We had strong bipartisan support, and we were so close.  Most bills, we were told, took at least three legislative sessions to pass.  We did it in two.  All the while, we, the legislative committee members were conscious of the financial limitations of a volunteer professional organization like the WSRT.  This in fact was what endeared our cause, in addition to the patient protection aspect, to Senator Lehman.   Both Senator Lehman, and our new Assembly Sponsor, Representative Terese Berceau had had personal encounters with medical imaging and recognized the need for qualified individuals.  For this we are grateful as they proved to be exemplary team members throughout the journey.  Senator Lehman, in the first push, came to the Assembly hearing to assist when Representative Doc Hines was absent due to illness. He sat by my side that day of our first experience at testifying. This bipartisan display of leadership I will never forget. In our second session, Representative Berceau graciously allowed Senate Bill 184, identical to her own Assembly Bill, to be taken up by the Assembly in the last hectic and complicated days of the 2009 session. She wanted to ensure this passed for the patients of Wisconsin amidst the politics, before it was too late, again.  Representative Anthony Staskunas, my Assembly representative was elected Speaker Pro Tempore of the Assembly.  On January 19, 2010, the first day of the legislative session in 2010, SB 184 was on the calendar for a vote.   We watched from the Assembly Gallery and Representative Staskunas waved to us and said “Soon!”  “Soon” seemed like an eternity as there was some activity on the floor when our bill came up.  I had a death grip on Michael’s arm, and we were just about out of our seats. It turned out that instead of a simple voice vote, a nod to the overwhelmingly positive vote taken on the identical Assembly bill 267 last November, that some legislators approached the Speaker to request a formal vote. We saw the green lights light up and in the end, SB 184 passed with an 85-11 vote ---- 3 more in favor than in November 2009. I remember asking Mr. Blumenfeld, “That’s it?”  “That’s it,” he said. (A detailed account of the actions of the last legislative session can be read in my February 10, 2010 Legislative Committee Report on the WSRT.net website.)  This effort whose inception dates back to 1968, attempted in the 1980’s by WSRT Legislative Committee members Greg Spicer and the late Harry Torosian, was finally completed. 

Throughout this legislative journey, it must be stated that there were dedicated individuals that made all of this possible.  Not one step in this process happened without a major effort behind each one.  Greg Spicer and Harry Torosian’s work many years ago laid a foundation on which we would build.  The legislative committee members, Connie Geier, Susan Sanson and I spent many mornings on conference calls with Mr. Blumenfeld and other organizations to iron out the wrinkles and plan our next move. The countless meetings with legislators required a lot of personal and travel time and effort in coordinating then with work schedules. Mr. Blumenfeld was instrumental in each and every development and an expert in strategy.  We realized in our interactions that he was a respected lobbyist in the halls of the Capitol. We learned that the word “lobbyist” was a good word as we observed his quiet and steady persistence throughout these past five years.  He became a staunch advocate for our profession, and stood up to forces that could have killed our efforts along the way.  The meetings with the legislators, all the way to the top movers and shakers,the drafting and introductions of our bills ,and the scheduling of hearings were all major hurdles due to the orchestration of many individuals. The fact that SB 184 was scheduled for a vote on the very first day of this legislative session on January 19, 2010 was by no accident.  It was due to the continued efforts of Mr. Blumenfeld and his staff, actions by the legislative committee and interested WSRT members.    Michael was always honest and guided us in our interactions in a politically charged environment.  Connie Geier and I had been lobbying for the CARE bill for years in DC and we applied our experience on the state level.  Susan Sanson’s expertise as an educator in radiologic technology was invaluable in answering key questions regarding radiologic curriculum and educational requirements. We four were a team throughout, contributing our unique perspectives and personalities to a united cause. This was the ultimate experience of a wonderful career, and now, officially a profession in our state.  For this I will be eternally grateful to the WSRT and its leadership, the WRS for its collaborative and financial support, my friends and dedicated colleagues in this mission, Connie and Sue, Mr. Blumenfeld, all of you and the schools that participated.  Every WSRT member should be very proud to be a member of this state professional society that took a stand for Wisconsin’s patients and sacrificed on many levels to set out to improve the quality, safety and cost-effectiveness of radiologic health care, and succeeded.  

Respectfully submitted,

Sandra Helinski, MBA, RT (R), QM, MR

