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At the date of the last report in September 2009, the legislation that the WSRT had been pursuing to bring proper radiologic care was winding its way through the legislative process.  Following the Senate hearing on SB 184 on August 18, 2009, the bill was voted out of the Committee on Health, Health Insurance, Privacy, Property Tax Relief and Revenue unanimously.  The identical Assembly companion Bill 267 was referred to the Joint Finance Committee.  It took until October 28 for both bills to be voted out of the Joint Finance Committee.  It passed by a vote of 15-1 and there was no discussion. At this point, the 2 bills were ready for a floor vote.  Mr. Michael Blumenfeld, our lobbyist was working inside the Capitol and the legislative committee members were busy contacting legislators to hasten action on the bills before November 5, the last day of the session for 2009.  WSRT alerts were sent to members whose current e-mail addresses were known.  The goal was to have either the Assembly or the Senate pass their respective bill so that one of the bills would be “messaged for immediate action” to the other legislative body for “concurrence” or final passage.  Mr. Blumenfeld was very busy in the Capitol that week to facilitate this process.  On November 3, Assembly Bill 267 was passed, and messaged to the Senate by a vote of 82-11.  On November 5, the last day of the session, Senate Bill 184 was passed by a vote of 30-2 as an independent bill, and messaged to the Assembly for immediate action.  It was our hope that Assembly Bill 267 would have been “concurred” upon by the Senate, instead, to achieve final passage. However, politics may have had a hand how this proceeded and it was up to the Assembly to make the move to concur on Senate Bill 184.  Michael and committee members were up late at night watching the proceedings on the internet. Time ran out early in the morning November 6 and no action was taken by the Assembly on Senate Bill 184.  We would have to wait now until the beginning of 2010 for action on our bills.

On the morning of November 6, calls were made to key legislators about our disappointment and to urge them for action as soon as the legislators reconvened on January 19, 2010. It was encouraging to hear that our bills’ wide bipartisan support should help to move them forward in 2010, and by this time in this long journey, we realized that nothing was guaranteed.  Mr. Blumenfeld kept our issue fresh in the offices of the Capitol during the interim and committee members made calls.  On January 7, Sandy Helinski and Sue Sanson joined committee member Connie Geier and Mr. Blumenfeld in Madison to again meet with key legislators and the office of Governor Jim Doyle. By the tone of these meetings, we were confident that the legislators knew our issue well and they conveyed that they would push for action early in the 2010 session.  We were ecstatic when we heard from Mr. Blumenfeld that the Assembly would take up the vote on Senate Bill 184 on the first day of the floor period on January 19.  Connie and Sandy were able to attend the proceedings that day with Mr. Blumenfeld.  We witnessed the democratic caucus session which was open to the public prior to the vote with Dan Hayes, an associate of Mr. Blumenfeld.  Late that afternoon, Senate Bill 184 was taken up with other legislative measures and passed by a vote of 85-11.  We gained 3 more votes from the November session.  Our goal had been achieved—final passage of the legislation.  We are very grateful for the actions of Representative Terese Berceau, author of the identical Assembly Bill 267 for her push for concurrence on Senate Bill 184, authored by Senator John Lehman.   Both of these legislators exhibited exceptional leadership throughout this complicated process.

Governor Jim Doyle signed Senate Bill 184 into law on February 4 as Act 106.  The signing was attended by the legislative committee members, Mr. Blumenfeld, and a small group of WSRT leaders, past and present.  Mr. Greg Spicer who led the WSRT licensure effort in the 1980’s with Mr. Harry Torosian received the first pen the Governor used to sign our bill.  Author Senator John Lehman was in attendance as well as cosponsors Senator Lena Taylor and Representative Robert Turner of Racine.  Dr. Gregg Bogost, legislative chairperson of the Wisconsin Radiological Society, the professional association of Wisconsin radiologists was also there to witness this moment in WSRT history.  The WSRT is grateful for the support that they received from the WRS in this effort.  Representative Berceau was not able to attend the signing.  We thank her for allowing this important last step to occur without her presence.  Having had expressed her experience with many radiologic procedures in her life, both in her testimony and support for this legislation, she understood the need for its enactment for the proper care of Wisconsin’s patients without delay.

The next step in the enactment of Act 106 will be the assembly of the Radiography Examining Board.  Our profession of radiography now will have an examining board, equal to that of other state professional boards, to promulgate rules that will carry out and uphold the provisions of the legislation. This process could take up to two years, as stipulated in the Act.   There are many questions that will certainly surface. A document of “Frequently Asked Questions” will accompany this report that may help to answer some of them at this point in the process.   This legislative mission took almost 4 years to complete.  It was carefully drafted in accordance with current state laws that had to be considered, as well as modeled after how the ASRT federal CARE bill is expected to affect the profession of radiography.  Other states’ licensure laws were used by the Wisconsin drafting attorneys in this process to affect a framework of patient-centered legislation that would be amenable to the myriad of legislators’ concerns, as well as uphold the integrity of the role of the registered radiographer.  As a WSRT member, you can be proud to belong to an organization that has stood up for health care reform and for the patients we serve. 

Committee members Connie Geier, Susan Sanson, and myself, Sandra Helinski wish to express our sincere appreciation to Mr. Michael Blumenfeld for his superior guidance and hard work throughout this legislative journey.   Without his assistance and that of his associates, Dan Hayes, Jillian Schooley, Katie Wirka and Rachel Klegman who took many of our inquiries, we would not have been able to achieve this goal.  

The passage of the Wisconsin licensure legislation will help to motivate other states in their own state initiative as we bring the good news to Washington, DC.   The WSRT Board of directors has again authorized participation in the ASRT RT in DC program on March 8-9.  Julie Burt, WSRT President Elect and Sandra Helinski will serve as the WSRT delegation.  They will join Radiation Therapists of Wisconsin (RTOW) representatives, Stacey Pigeon, Sarah Seefeld  and Vicki Mullins to meet with federal legislators for cosponsorship and support of the Consistency, Accuracy, Responsibility and Excellence in Medical Imaging and Radiation Therapy ( CARE) bill.  The CARE bill will require federal minimum standards of education for persons performing medical imaging and radiation therapy.   This bill was introduced in the US House of Representatives on September 25, 2009 by Representative John Barrow of Georgia.  We will carry the successful state effort momentum to the federal level to work towards comprehensive radiologic health care reform for all of our nation’s patients.

On behalf of the WSRT Legislative Committee, I want to thank the current WSRT Board and WSRT past leaders who supported this effort and for their confidence in our ability with Mr. Blumenfeld to complete the legislative mission.  This did not occur without sacrifice on their part, as well as that of the Legislative Committee members themselves. Connie Geier, Susan Sanson and I were a team throughout, each with unique experiences and insights on what to do next. I will never forget the lighter moments and the fun along the way.   A tremendous amount of personal time and dedication was required—it was by no means ever easy, and the hardest part is that it was never a guarantee.  However with continued persistence for something that we knew was right for our patients and the profession, we succeeded----WSRT and professional history was made. 
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