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The last report of the WSRT Legislative Committee’s activities was prepared on February 20 for the publication of the Illuminator.  It was a detailed summary of the legislative events dated from September 2009 until the signing of Act 106, the signing of the licensure legislation on February 4.  The report was accompanied by a “Frequently Asked Questions” document that would help to answer some of the preliminary questions about the provisions and impact of Act 106 on the practice of radiography.  Phone and e-mail inquiries were received by Committee members and answered with the use of these reports. Mr. Blumenfeld and his associates prepared thank you letters to all legislators who supported our bills. Each letter was written pertinent to the level and type of support that each legislator had in this effort.  The letters were signed by the Committee members and then hand delivered to the Capitol.  We wish to thank Blumenfeld and Associates for all of the correspondence and work that guided us to success in this legislative mission. It must not go unmentioned that the Schools of Radiologic Technology of Wheaton Franciscan Health Care, led by Linda Erickson and Diane Wingenter, and of Froedtert Hospital, Rochel  Harmon, Director were instrumental with their support and participation at the Committee hearings in Madison.  

The Radiography Examining Board, a Governor-appointed independent board, is being formed---an unprecented development in the radiography profession in Wisconsin. We are pleased to know that the applications of Susan Sanson, Kelley Grant, and Dr. Gregg Bogust have been accepted as well as that of James Lemerond, Director of the Radiography Program of Lake Shore Technical College. The state Senate Committee on Health, Health Insurance, Privacy, Property Tax Relief and Revenue heard the testimony of these applicants on March 24.  Their appointments will now go to a full Senate vote. The physicist member is being finalized at the time of this report. Congratulations to these dedicated individuals who will promulgate the rules to carry out the intent and provisions of Act 106.  
It was with great pride that Julie Burt, WSRT President Elect and I represented the WSRT in the ASRT RT in DC program from March 7-9.  We carried the news of our state legislative success to our fellow associates from most of the states in the nation and to our federal legislators. Our licensure bill was highlighted in a presentation given by ASRT Director of Government Relations, Christine Lung.  We were joined by Radiation Therapists of Wisconsin representatives Stacey Pigeon, Sara Seefeld and Vicki Mullins.  Julie and Vicki, first- time RT in DC participants, attended the lobbying instruction sessions on Monday afternoon.  Sara, Stacey and I began visiting the legislators who could only meet with us on Monday to garner support for HR 3652, the CARE Bill (Consistency, Accuracy, Responsibility, and Excellence in Medical Imaging and Radiation Therapy). Tuesday was a full day of visits with the rest of our 10 federal legislators.  They were quite impressed with our state bill, which lays the framework for the future passage of the CARE legislation for the state of Wisconsin.  We were informed that often a federal legislator will take their cue from state actions, in respect to the states’ rights argument we have heard throughout the years of our federal lobbying efforts.  With the final vote on the landmark health care reform legislation looming at the time of our visit, the provisions of the CARE bill and our state legislation fit right into the “perfect storm” on Capitol Hill.   A series of articles on radiation administration errors recently published by the New York Times lent credence to the importance of educated radiation therapists and medical imagers.  Almost every legislator’s office was familiar with these tragic stories that supported the argument for the CARE bill.  A hearing was held on HR 3652 by the House Energy and Commerce Subcommittee on Health at which Sandra Hayden, Vice Speaker of the ASRT House of Delegates testified.  At this time, Representatives Tammy Baldwin (D) and Steve Kagen (D) are confirmed cosponsors of the CARE legislation, and the office of Representative Gwen Moore( D)  has indicated that she also will be cosponsoring the bill.  In years past we have had the cosponsorship of Representatives Paul Ryan( R)  and Ron Kind( D).  The Thomas. Gov website reports that there are currently 46 cosponsors. Representative John Barrow (D-Ga) introduced the CARE bill on September 25, 2009 for a total of 47 cosponsors.  Representative Henry Waxman, Chair of the Energy and Commerce Committee has unofficially committed to move the bill through Committee once the Care Bill reaches 100 co-sponsors.  Please contact your congressman if they are Ron Kind of Congressional District 3, or Representative Paul Ryan of Congressional District 1 as their repeat consponsorship is needed to reach this goal.  At this time, a Senate companion bill has not yet been introduced. Senator Enzi ( R,Wyoming) continues to be the lead.   Our meetings with the offices of Senators Kohl and Feingold indicated that they would likely vote for the bill once it progresses to the Senate floor.  Through our continued participation in RT in DC, our legislators have become familiar with us and our message that only an educated radiologic professional can provide safe, quality -conscious, and cost- effective medical imaging and radiation therapy. I want to thank the WSRT for allowing Julie and I to represent our state in this important program to put a personal “face” to the merits of the CARE legislation. 
The participation of the WSRT in legislative efforts that affect our professions is a testament to its existence and value to every person who asks “What is the WSRT doing for me?  The WSRT has sent representatives for 11 years to Washington, DC to speak for our professional interests and the welfare of our nation’s patients.  The WSRT and its leadership committed a significant amount of its resources to fight for state licensure legislation that will transform every radiologic technologist from an “x-ray operator” to a “licensed professional” in the eyes of our state. Validation of the WSRT was evident on February 4 with the signing of Senate Bill 184 into Act 106.   It was an accomplishment over 25 years in the making.  Personally speaking, I am thankful that the WSRT authorized a mission in which Connie Geier, Susan Sanson and I, could represent the WSRT and stand up for our patients, careers, and beliefs.  The legislative endeavor is only one, albeit history making, reason to be a WSRT member. It continues with our federal involvement. Thank you, WSRT, for your continued commitment to be a part of the larger picture of our profession, and for your trust in the legislative committee members to make Act 106 a reality for the people of Wisconsin.   
Respectfully submitted,

Sandra Helinski

