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Blazing New Trails
September 15th – 17th, 2011
WSRT Annual Conference

Kalahari Resort
Wisconsin Dells, WI

Save the date for a conference filled with multi-
modality education and networking opportunities.

See you there!
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FROM YOUR EDITOR

Winter, BOO.



6

Remember there will be no hard copies of the ILLUMINATOR sent out unless your request
one... Check out the WSRT website for past copies.

I wish to inform you that the 2010 Annual Conference was a success. Hope to see those that
could not attend make it to the one in 2011. Mark your calendars for September 16-18 2011..

Please feel free to let me know what you think of the Illuminator. Maybe there are some
additions or changes you like to see. E-mail me at : krause.linda@mayo.edu

Please all check out the website for information on seminars etc.

HHAAVVEE HHAAPPPPYY HHOOLLIIDDAAYYSS AANNDD AA GGRREEAATT NNEEWW YYEEAARR....

Deadline for the next publication will be February 25, 2011.

Thank you
Linda Krause, R.T.R., RDMS, FWSRT
Editor and Business Manager

WSRT Pin in color with all-new design!Get
yours now for only $5.00 each. Buy one for a Friend. You may obtain a pin from your
regional representative or the WSRT editor.



7

Julie Burt, RTR(M)ARRT, President’s Message
November 2010
Dear WSRT Members, Students, and Colleagues;
I am hoping that this message finds you safe, healthy, happy, and excited for the
holidays! We have had snow here in northern Wisconsin, and the hunters, for the most
part, are happy.
This has been quite a year! In February 2010 we received the long awaited state
licensure which was signed into law as 2009 Wisconsin Act 106 by Governor Jim Doyle.
I want to thank the Legislation Committee and Michael Blumenfeld for all the work that
they have done over the years and wish our newly appointed examining board best
wishes in their endeavor to establish the standards needed for licensure.
As of this current date, it has not been determined if the WSRT will be sending
representatives to Capitol Hill year. We are awaiting as this time the current status of
the CARE Bill (Consistency, Accuracy, Responsibility, and Excellence in Medical
Imaging and Radiation Therapy) but are poised and ready to return to “the Hill” if
necessary.
I encourage you to check out your web site at www.WSRT.net. Changes have been
made to the web site over the past year to make is user friendly and information is
continually being added. The regions of Wisconsin have been very diligent in promoting
their continuing education programs and hope that you will partake of these CEU’s.
This is also an excellent way to network with your colleagues. You can also become a
new member or renew your membership on-line and through Pay Pal. Your
membership card will be sent to you via the mail. By being a member of the WSRT, you
can also enjoy 24 CEU’s that is provided through SWANK. Just enter through the
EDUCATION tab, then click on ONLINE EDUCATION CENTER and the site will prompt
you as to how to enter. This is a very good way to get your credits over the winter
months!
Finally, thank you for your participation in the 78th Annual Conference held October 1-2,
2010. It was without a doubt successful! We have already started planning the 79th

Annual Conference slated for the dates of September 15-17, 2011 at the Kalahari
Resort in Wisconsin Dells. We hope that you can take the time and again participate in
the many lectures and CEU’s that we have planned.
Please feel free to contact me at burtjmrlc@yahoo.com or any other board member with
your questions and/or comments. We would like to hear from you and what we can do
for YOUR society to make it even better.
Sincerely;
Julie Burt
President, WSRT
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WSRT Current Membership Verification Form
Please complete this form and forward to:

WSRT Member Services Lee E Erickson RTR
2703 Red Pine Court
Green Bay WI 54313-7943

(PLEASE PRINT)

I, _______________________________________________, am enrolling in the Health Arts
program at the University of St. Francis for the _____________________(semester)
of_______________(year) and request the WSRT provide proof of my current membership
status.

I understand that this will enable me to obtain a 10% tuition credit.

__________________________ ___________________________
signature Date

Social Security #: ___________________________________________________

Current Address: ___________________________________________________

___________________________________________________

Telephone Numbers: Home: (_____)_____________________

Work: (_____)_____________________

WSRT Member Services will mail this completed form directly to the University of St.
Francis.For Office Use Only – To Be Completed By WSRT Member Services

Date of membership expiration:_________________________________________

Authorized WSRT Signature:___________________________________________

Mail to: University of St. Francis Attn: Sara Niedrich College of Health Arts
500 Wilcox Street Joliet Il 60435
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WSRT Legislative Committee Report
2010 Annual Conference

September 30, 2010
Sandra Helinski, RT(R), QM, MR

WSRT Legislative Committee Chairperson

The Wisconsin Society of Radiologic Technologists’ role as patient advocate in the medical
imaging professions has been demonstrated like never before since our last annual
conference in the Spring of 2009. Starting with its involvement in federal legislative efforts,
I would like to present this account to our membership.

At this time of this report, the American Society of Radiologic Technologists is involved in
a major effort to urge our Congress to pass the CARE legislation before the end of the
year. The CARE bill, the Consistency, Accuracy, Responsibility and Excellence in Medical
Imaging and Radiation Therapy bill will establish minimum education and credentialing
standards for personnel who plan and deliver radiation therapy and medical imaging
services. ASRT government relations staff was actively meeting with legislators on Capitol
Hill for passage, without amendments as a stand alone bill last week. An Action Alert e-
mail went out to ASRT members asking them to contact their legislators. The bill was
introduced to the U.S House of Representatives by Representative John Barrow on
September 25, 2009 as HR 3652. HR 3652 currently has 122 cosponsors. A hearing was
held on February 26, 2010 for HR 3652 by the House Energy and Commerce
Subcommittee on Health at which the Vice Speaker of the ASRT House of Delegates,
Sandra Hayden testified. On August 5, 2010, the CARE bill was introduced into the Senate
as SB 3737 by Senators Mike Enzi (R-WY) and Tom Harkin ( D-IA), demonstrating its
bipartisan support. The Senate has shown its bipartisan support with Senators Richard
Burr (R-NC) and Al Franken (D-MN) as original cosponsors. HR 3652 currently has four
Wisconsin representatives who have signed on as cosponsors. They are:

Representative Tammy Baldwin (Congressional District 2)
Representative Ron Kind (Congressional District 3)
Representative Gwen Moore (Congressional District 4)
Representative Steve Kagen ( Congressional District 8)

The WSRT has continued to support the RT in DC lobbying event to communicate the
merits of the CARE bill on Capitol Hill. In March 2010, Julie Burt and I carried the
message to our federal legislators’ offices with representatives of the Radiation Therapists
of Wisconsin. A greater awareness of the importance of radiation exposure reduction was
evident in our discussions. This was facilitated by the publication of a series of articles that
ran in the New York Times earlier this year regarding the misadministration of radiation
during radiation therapy treatments. It was clear that after 10 years the patient protection
benefit of the CARE bill had finally begun to resonate on the Hill. The message that
millions of Medicare dollars could be saved was especially important during this year of
landmark health care reform legislation. Federal health care reform will mandate
government funded health care to an expanded population, which can only further the
merits of the CARE bill: Quality, Safety and Cost-effective medical imaging and therapy.
I am asking that everyone here write to their federal representative and Senators Kohl and
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Feingold to support and cosponsor the CARE legislation in its unamended form. We
cannot delay as this legislative climate of impending elections and the urgency to act on
legislation before the Congressional personalities change, along with the heightened
awareness of what the CARE bill represents may have just created the perfect storm for
passage. See the WSRT.net website for help writing your legislators under the Legislative
Tab. Action Alerts are posted regularly. Visit the legislative display here at the conference.
If you are an ASRT member, the ASRT.org Advocacy site has also made it very easy make
these valuable contacts. It is incumbent upon us as professionals to advocate for our
patients.

Professionals…it is with great pride that at this conference that we, as registered radiologic
technologists of Wisconsin are now, for the first time in Wisconsin and WSRT history
recognized as professionals in our state statutes by the signing of 2009 Act 106. Several past
and present leaders of the WSRT, the legislative committee members, Mr. Blumenfeld and
a few of our legislative sponsors were present for this historic event on February 4, 2010.
This Act created a Radiography Examining Board of our profession’s very own that will be
able to address matters related to the practice of radiography on a state level. During the
legislative journey, it was realized that other professions had the ability to weigh in and
question the legislation that we were pursuing and influence decisions made about our
field. With a Radiography Examining Board, our radiographic profession will have the
ability to do the same on matters that could affect our role in health care. We now have a
voice, equal to that of nurses and over one hundred other examining boards that places the
radiologic technologist on equal par with other allied health care professions and other
occupations. This Board is in the process of the promulgation of rules that will establish
standards for courses of study, for examinations, and for continuing education. The
registered radiologic technologist is the gold standard. We should be very proud that 2
WSRT leaders were appointed by Governor Jim Doyle to serve on this initial board. They
are Susan Sanson, WSRT Legislative Committee Member and elected Chairperson of the
Examining Board and Kelley Grant, a past president of the WSRT. Both of these
individuals will serve along with Mr. Jim Lemerond, registered technologist and Director
of the Radiography Program of Lake Shore Technical College as the 3 radiologic
technologists appointed to the Examining Board, confirmed by the state Senate. Dr. Gregg
Bogust, WRS Legislative Liaison will serve as the radiologist of the new Examining Board.
These individuals should be commended for their continued dedication to the proper
implementation of patient care through the provisions of Act 106. Although the legislative
journey is completed, this new phase will be equally as important in carrying out the
provisions of this unprecedented legislation.

In preparation for this report, I was looking over all the materials amassed over the course
of this mission, and came upon an e-mail addressed to me from Mr. Mark Bunge of the
Wisconsin Department of Health and Family Services from April 20, 2004. He wrote,
“We’re getting ready to review the Code (HFS 157-Radiation Safety) again. Has the
WSRT approached the Department of Regulation and Licensing about establishing
legislation? I really think that is the route to go.” My September 24, 2005 Legislative
Report includes a thank you to Susan Sanson for opening up a discussion with Dr. Gregg
Bogust of the Wisconsin Radiological Society (WRS) regarding lobbying for state licensure.
Communications that far back led to the WSRT Board’s authorization of Mr. Michael
Blumenfeld of Blumenfeld and Associates, to investigate the legislative climate for the
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reinitiation of the WSRT licensure effort. Michael, as we have come to know him was
familiar with our professions through his work with the WRS. Connie Geier and I had
been involved with the federal CARE bill over the years and had been questioned many
times in DC “What are you doing on a state level?” The WSRT Board, and past leaders of
the WSRT agreed that renewing our state legislative mission was also the “thing to do.”
And so it began in the fall of 2005. Our beginnings were simple. At first, Susan Sanson
and I met Michael and Connie halfway between Madison and Milwaukee at the Pine Cone
Restaurant in Johnson Creek on weekends. Exchanging ideas led to the first draft of the
bill, authorized on August 17, 2006 by then Senator Carol Roessler. This first draft,
modeled after other states’ licensure legislation and CARE Bill considerations, was
preceded by initial meetings with legislators to inform them of the lack of radiologic patient
protection in Wisconsin. Most of them were surprised that anyone could take x-rays and
had “thought that this had been taken care of long ago,” to quote Senator Roessler. Our
legislative leaders, our sponsors, emerged and introduced our bills. In the 2006 legislative
session, Representative Doc Hines was our Assembly Sponsor for AB 800 and Senator
Lehman, our Senate Sponsor for SB 474. The legislative committee members, Sue, Connie
and I attended many meetings with Mr. Blumenfeld, over the course of the mission, too
numerous to list-- 22 in one day in fact. We met with legislators, state agencies, The Office
of the Governor, and other professional groups who had interests and concerns regarding
the regulation of radiologic services. We overcame many hurdles and some of these
meetings were quite intense. We focused on our mission of patient protection first and
foremost in each encounter. Hearings were held on the bills and testifying was a new
experience for us all. Students, coworkers, family, WRS members. and fellow WSRT
colleagues came and some testified. We packed the rooms and made our impact. In the
course of the 2 legislative sessions required, our bills always passed out of the respective
Senate and Assembly Committees, and the Joint Finance Committee with flying colors.
Yet in the initial session, that was not enough to ensure a victory. We faced our most
difficult and one of the darkest moments on March 12, 2008, the last day of that legislation
session. SB 474 had already passed 32-1, but our bill was not allowed to the Assembly floor
for concurrence. We would have to start again in new legislative session.

Reauthorization to continue was granted by the WSRT Board. We had strong bipartisan
support, and we were so close. Most bills, we were told, took at least three legislative
sessions to pass. We did it in two. All the while, we, the legislative committee members
were conscious of the financial limitations of a volunteer professional organization like the
WSRT. This in fact was what endeared our cause, in addition to the patient protection
aspect, to Senator Lehman. Both Senator Lehman, and our new Assembly Sponsor,
Representative Terese Berceau had had personal encounters with medical imaging and
recognized the need for qualified individuals. For this we are grateful as they proved to be
exemplary team members throughout the journey. Senator Lehman, in the first push,
came to the Assembly hearing to assist when Representative Doc Hines was absent due to
illness. He sat by my side that day of our first experience at testifying. This bipartisan
display of leadership I will never forget. In our second session, Representative Berceau
graciously allowed Senate Bill 184, identical to her own Assembly Bill, to be taken up by
the Assembly in the last hectic and complicated days of the 2009 session. She wanted to
ensure this passed for the patients of Wisconsin amidst the politics, before it was too late,
again. Representative Anthony Staskunas, my Assembly representative was elected
Speaker Pro Tempore of the Assembly. On January 19, 2010, the first day of the legislative
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session in 2010, SB 184 was on the calendar for a vote. We watched from the Assembly
Gallery and Representative Staskunas waved to us and said “Soon!” “Soon” seemed like
an eternity as there was some activity on the floor when our bill came up. I had a death
grip on Michael’s arm, and we were just about out of our seats. It turned out that instead
of a simple voice vote, a nod to the overwhelmingly positive vote taken on the identical
Assembly bill 267 last November, that some legislators approached the Speaker to request
a formal vote. We saw the green lights light up and in the end, SB 184 passed with an 85-11
vote ---- 3 more in favor than in November 2009. I remember asking Mr. Blumenfeld,
“That’s it?” “That’s it,” he said. (A detailed account of the actions of the last legislative
session can be read in my February 10, 2010 Legislative Committee Report on the
WSRT.net website.) This effort whose inception dates back to 1968, attempted in the
1980’s by WSRT Legislative Committee members Greg Spicer and the late Harry
Torosian, was finally completed.

Throughout this legislative journey, it must be stated that there were dedicated individuals
that made all of this possible. Not one step in this process happened without a major effort
behind each one. Greg Spicer and Harry Torosian’s work many years ago laid a
foundation on which we would build. The legislative committee members, Connie Geier,
Susan Sanson and I spent many mornings on conference calls with Mr. Blumenfeld and
other organizations to iron out the wrinkles and plan our next move. The countless
meetings with legislators required a lot of personal and travel time and effort in
coordinating then with work schedules. Mr. Blumenfeld was instrumental in each and
every development and an expert in strategy. We realized in our interactions that he was a
respected lobbyist in the halls of the Capitol. We learned that the word “lobbyist” was a
good word as we observed his quiet and steady persistence throughout these past five years.
He became a staunch advocate for our profession, and stood up to forces that could have
killed our efforts along the way. The meetings with the legislators, all the way to the top
movers and shakers,the drafting and introductions of our bills ,and the scheduling of
hearings were all major hurdles due to the orchestration of many individuals. The fact that
SB 184 was scheduled for a vote on the very first day of this legislative session on January
19, 2010 was by no accident. It was due to the continued efforts of Mr. Blumenfeld and his
staff, actions by the legislative committee and interested WSRT members. Michael was
always honest and guided us in our interactions in a politically charged environment.
Connie Geier and I had been lobbying for the CARE bill for years in DC and we applied
our experience on the state level. Susan Sanson’s expertise as an educator in radiologic
technology was invaluable in answering key questions regarding radiologic curriculum and
educational requirements. We four were a team throughout, contributing our unique
perspectives and personalities to a united cause. This was the ultimate experience of a
wonderful career, and now, officially a profession in our state. For this I will be eternally
grateful to the WSRT and its leadership, the WRS for its collaborative and financial
support, my friends and dedicated colleagues in this mission, Connie and Sue, Mr.
Blumenfeld, all of you and the schools that participated. Every WSRT member should be
very proud to be a member of this state professional society that took a stand for
Wisconsin’s patients and sacrificed on many levels to set out to improve the quality, safety
and cost-effectiveness of radiologic health care, and succeeded.

Respectfully submitted,
Sandra Helinski, MBA, RT (R), QM, MR
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I am proud to be elected as the President-Elect for the Wisconsin Society of Radiologic
Technologists. I have been an active Member of the ASRT since 1977 and the WSRT since
1986. It is important for us to stay active within our professional societies and to work
together to stress the importance of continuing our education in imaging sciences.

I have previously served the WSRT as District 1 President and continue to serve on the
Education Committee for Region 1 (formerly District 1). Throughout my career in
radiology, continuing my education was a goal that I felt was necessary for me to grow in
this industry. Rapidly advancing technology today is forcing all of us to continue to expand
our education. It is exciting to see where our profession is going today and in the future.

I am currently the Clinical Education & eMedia Manager at GE Healthcare. In my
position, I am responsible for the development and implementation of online clinical
continuing education for medical imaging technologists, nurses and other healthcare
professionals. Previously, I spent more than a decade as an instructor of medical imaging
modalities and worked for various healthcare facilities in the Milwaukee area in positions
ranging from staff technologists to assistant director of Radiology.

There are several areas that I would like to focus on within our organization while I serve
on the WSRT Board.

1) Continue to strengthen our society and increase active and student membership by
providing quality continuing education offerings when possible and increase
network capabilities.

2) Increase attendance at our state meetings by providing continuing education
programs that will benefit all medical imaging professionals.

3) Stress the importance of awareness and the opportunities to use the lowest optimal
radiation dose for necessary studies.

4) Increase collaboration between professional societies to better understand each
societys’ needs.

I thank you for this opportunity to serve the members of WSRT and look forward to our
continued growth. Please do not hesitate to contact if you have any questions, ideas or
concerns.

Sincerely,

Denise Lukasik-Sedmak, Ed.D., RT(R)(M)(MR)(CT)
WSRT, President-Elect http://wsrt.net
Denise.Lukasik-Sedmak@med.ge.com
djsedmak@aol.com
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Image Gently and Image Wisely

The successful Image Gently campaign was launched in January 22, 2008 and the
campaign goal is to change practice by increasing awareness of the opportunities to lower
dose in the imaging of children. The Image Wisely campaign was unveiled November 29,
2010 at the Radiologic Society of North America meeting. The goal of Image Wisely is to
raise awareness about dose reduction for adults, focusing on computed tomography,
nuclear medicine, interventional radiology and fluoroscopy examinations.

The ASRT is one of the founding sponsors of these campaigns and let’s do our part by
spreading the word on these two campaigns.

Please visit the Image Gently and Image Wisely websites for valuation information that you
can share with your radiologic technologists, staff, radiologists, parents, patients and more.

Image Gently: http://www.imagegently.org

Image Wisely: http://www.imagewisely.org

Spread the word!

Denise Lukasik-Sedmak, Ed.D, RT(R)(M)(MR)(CT)
WSRT, President- Elect
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WSRT Region 5

Greetings from your Regional 5 Member At Large.

I would like to take a moment to personally welcome everyone
to the new Regional concept of the Wisconsin Society of
Radiologic Technology. I am looking forward to serving as your
newly elected Regional Member At Large Although the state
society activities are not exactly new to me, I have been
somewhat pre-occupied or just plain absent from many of the
last few conferences and continuing education events. My
hope for this New Year 2011 is to provide opportunity for
growth in learning and in our membership population. I was
previously a past district president (1996-1998) for this area
when we were considered District 5. I am currently working at
Luther Midelfort in Eau Claire, WI. I look forward to working
with everyone again and as always I am always looking for ways
to improve or compliment what we already are doing well here
in the Region. Please stay tuned for upcoming meetings and
events. We will be meeting sometime later in January to put
together an educational opportunity in the Eau Claire area and
will also re-group to facilitate ideas for additional continuing
education events as well as an annual meeting. We will see you
all in the New Year!

Sincerely,
Brian D. Pressler, RT(R)

bpressler@hotmail.com

Cell: 715-577-4861
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JOIN THE WSRT NOW

Mail completed form and correct dues amount to:
WSRT Member Services
Lee E Erickson RTR
2703 Red Pine Court
Green Bay WI 54313-7943
Membership Participation
Active/ASRT members are also active members of the American Society of Radiologic
Technologists. (Proof on ASRT membership required with application.)

Associate members are actively practicing the art and science of Radiologic Technology who are
not members of the ASRT.

Inactive are no longer engaged in the field of Radiologic Technology.

Commercial/Supporting members are interested in promoting the purposes and functions of the
Wisconsin Society of Radiologic Technologists.

Student members are enrolled in an educational program recognized by an acceptable
accrediting body.

Corporate members are a minimum of six individuals who are members of the same
organization who are qualified to hold either an Active/ASRT* or an Associate membership in
the WSRT.

*ASRT Members: The WSRT offers a reduced fee to all members who also hold membership
in the ASRT. To receive active status and reduced fee, you must enclose a copy of your current
ASRT membership card. Your ARRT card does not qualify for this discount.

Recruitment Incentive:
Who asked you to join the WSRT?
They could win a prize!
Student Applicants please complete the following:
Program where presently enrolled: ___________________________
Start Date:__________________
Completion Date:____________
Program Director:
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Wisconsin Society of Radiologic
Technologists

Membership Application
VISIT OUR WEBSITE AT WWW.WSRT.NET

(Please print the required information legibly)

Application Date:____________________

First Name:____________________________________________Middle Initial:_______

Last Name:_______________________________________________________________

Mailing Address:__________________________________________________________

City:___________________________________State:________Zip +4:______________

Work Phone (_____)___________________Home Phone (_____)___________________

E-mail Address:_________________________________________WSRT District #:____

Currently registered by _____ARRT Registry #_____________________

Currently registered by _____ARDMS _____NMTCB _____ASCP _____CCI

Please write your credentials as they
appear on your technologist registry card:____________________________

Contact Person

Organization’s Name

Mailing Address
__________________________________ City – State – Zip + 4

The Wisconsin Society of Radiologic Technologists is asked by other professional and
educational organizations to share our membership list. Do you wish to be included in mailings
from:

(Please check all appropriate offerings)_____Professional _____Educational _____No Mailings
Please How would you like to receive your copy of the WSRT’s
“Illuminator?”:_____Mailed______E-Mailed_____Posted on www.wsrt.net

Member Dues

(Please circle one)
One year Two

years

Active/ASRT* $30 $50
Associate $35 $60
Inactive/ASRT* $20 ---
Inactive $25 ---
Supporting/ASRT* $25 ---
Supporting $30 ---
New Grad Discount $25 ---
Student Active/ASRT* $10 $15
Student $15 $25
Corporate

Active/ASRT* $25 ---
Associate $30 ---


