Legislative Committee Report

Board Meeting 10-25-08

Sandra Helinski, Legislative Committee Chairperson

State

The legislative committee has worked with Michael Blumenfeld to maintain contact with our supporters in last session’s efforts to establish state educational standards for persons administering x-ray radiation and a licensure board for our profession.  Due to the fact that all state representatives are up for re-election this fall, most of the representatives’ attention has been directed to their re-election campaigns. With this in mind, Mr. Blumenfeld arranged meetings with 5 legislators’ offices that could be potential leaders for our cause should the election result in a Democratic Assembly and continue as a Senate Democratic majority after this election.  On September 11, we met with the offices of Senators Judy Robson, Dave Hansen, Jim Sullivan, and Representatives Shilling and Seidel.  We also met with the Governor’s Office, speaking with Coral Butson, a health care policy advisor.  She was surprised to hear about our lack of regulation as are all of those we have met with.  Meeting with her was a strategy to inform the Governor’s Office that bills will again be reintroduced this coming session, and to gain feedback from her perspective working in the office of Governor Doyle. The Wisconsin Radiologic Society, the radiologists’ state professional society has generously donated $5000 toward our legislative efforts. The WRS will be again be involved, and Mr. Blumenfeld will be working to arrange meetings between the radiologists and legislative leadership.  Our goal is to have our bills re-introduced as soon as possible in 2009, when the new session begins.  In addition, Mr. Blumenfeld will be involving our committee in the review of the Department of Health Services Section 157, the administrative rules governing radiation safety.  This is akin to the review of 2001 which resulted in the 2003 Rules that required CT Scanners and Radiation Therapists to be registered technologists.  It is possible that this opportunity could help us accomplish our goals to some degree. 

This November’s election results will be pivotal in the direction that the legislative committee takes in its meetings and strategy to succeed in our mission.  This year it will be critical that every  WSRT member, every radiologic technologist that cares about his or her job future be involved.  Without the passage of these bills, Wisconsin’s patients cannot be guaranteed the radiologic safety and quality that they deserve. Without this legislation, Wisconsin’s radiologic technologists have no mechanism to represent them when health care policies and proposals affect their livelihoods and practice standards.  I encourage all members to ask questions and be informed voters.   It is up to all of us to help the WSRT succeed in this upcoming legislative session.

Federal

Since the last Legislative Committee Report in July 2008, little has happened on the progress of the CARE legislation in either body of Congress.  Portions of the CARE legislation were enacted in the enactment of the Medicare Improvements for Patients and Providers Act, HR 6331 on July 15, 2008.    HR 6331 stipulates an accreditation requirement for performing all CT, MR, PET, and nuclear medicine services on Medicare patients beginning in 2012.  While this is a step in the right direction, this legislation excluded x-ray, fluoroscopy, ultrasound, and radiation therapy services.  Only 17.8 percent of imaging services, not counting radiation therapy were included, leaving out the basic majority of radiologic services provided. This is why our state effort is necessary  to close this gap in patient care.  According to Peter Shams-Avari of the ASRT, it is anticipated that the CARE legislation will have to be reworked in the new administration, in light of HR 6331. No further action on the present version of the bills is anticipated.  I have received communications that the ASRT will be continuing its RT in DC program from April 19-21, 2009.  I encourage the Board to approve funding for the WSRT’s continued participation. Our society will need to be informed of all of the changes to this 10 year legislative journey.  

This is the last legislative update before the flurry of activity really begins.  Newly-elected legislators will need to be informed and returning representatives be reminded of our cause.  I look forward to all of the meetings, to the testimony, and working with my colleagues, Connie Geier and Susan Sanson to help the WSRT succeed in 2009.  I want to thank the Board members for their support, and Michael Blumenfeld for the essential guidance.  Every one of us must participate in this effort for us to succeed-no one is exempt.  Stay informed-- stay engaged—and vote.

Respectfully submitted,

Sandra Helinski RT ( R), QM, MR

WSRT Legislative Committee Chairperson 

